Abstract : 124 species of bryophytes, belonging to 46 families are reported for the Aberdare Mountains, of which 58 species are new for the Aberdares and 6 records are new for Kenya, indicated by * and ** respectively. The wetter, more humid southern and south-eastern parts of the range contain the greatest diversity of species, particularly in the montane forests while the drier northern part is poor in species.
Since Kenyan independance in 1963, a section of the Aberdare Range has been a national park. All land above 3000m and a narrow salient to 1900m come under the auspices of Aberdare National Park. The area around the park is densely populated, the eastern and northeastern sides of the park are in contact with farmland. The remainder of the park is surrounded by forest reserve. The park consists mainly of bamboo, high heath and moorland; large areas of forest occur particularly in The Salient which extends eastwards from the main peaks and drops to a level of 1500m. The highest peaks are Oldonyo Lesatima (4001m) in the north and Il Kinangop (3906m) in the south. Between the two peaks is an extensive moorland region between 3000m and 3300m.
Like many East African mountains, the Aberdares were formed by volcanic activity and the elongate form of the range is a result of lava spilling from large cracks or fissures. Therefore, the main peaks of the range run in an almost straight line linked by a series of ridges.
The climate of the mountain is dominated by the southeast monsoon from April to October and by the northeast wind from October to March. The southeastern slopes receive the highest rainfall (about 2500mm per annum) as they face the rain bearing winds while the north and northwestern are the driest (about 700mm per annum.), being in the rain shadow. Generally, the Aberdares are very wet. Even in the dry seasons, while the rest of Kenya enjoys fine weather or only occasional downpours, the Aberdare range is frequently enveloped in heavy clouds.
The collections were made between 1993 and 1994 at altitudes of between 1900m and 4001m. All specimens are deposited in the herbarium of the University of Nairobi (NAI), Nairobi, Kenya.
This project has been carried out with the objective of inventorizing the bryoflora of the Aberdare range and to present recent collections.
Following is the presentation of species of bryophytes found on the Aberdare Mountains. Records new to Aberdare range are indicated by an * while those new to Kenya are indicated by **. The locality name precedes the authors collection number e.g. Chania, Wandara, Sattima, Kinangop… followed by the collection number/s of the author 57. 91… The altitude or altitude range where the plant/s was/were collected is also reported. 
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Phaeroceros sp. terricolous. Chania : 10. 3000m.
